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EU 12 Points Action Plan to Speed up 

Progress on the MDGS
1. A credible pathway to 

delivering aid commitments 
in 2015

2. Using aid effectively: better 
leverage of ODA, better 
value for aid

3. A European MDG fast track

7. Mobilizing domestic 
resources through better 
taxation

8. Enhancing regional 
integration and trade to 
boost growth and jobs

9. Using innovative sources of 3. A European MDG fast track

4. Targeting the most off-track 
MDGs

5. Fostering ownership of 
MDGs in partner countries

6. A proactive work programme 
on Policy Coherence for 
Development (PCD)

9. Using innovative sources of 
financing to tackle global 
challenges

10. The test case of climate 
change

11. Development and security

12. Global governance 
architecture
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MDG 5 most off Track

• MDG 5: improve maternal health

• Target 5.A. Reduce by three quarters, 
between 1990 and 2015, the maternal 
mortality ratio

• Target 5.B. Achieve, by 2015, universal access • Target 5.B. Achieve, by 2015, universal access 
to reproductive health

• Reality: More than half a million women die 
each year in pregnancy and childbirth. Most 
of them die because there is not enough 
skilled routine and emergency care.



Obstacles to take

• Financial and economic crisis lead to national 

budget crisis

• More immediate problems for tax payers,  

voters and consequently for politicians (health voters and consequently for politicians (health 

system, social security, unemployment, …)

• No priority on “exotic topics” & “side issues”

• Colleagues not aware about the links and 

close connections to their political issues



Awareness Among Parliamentarians

• Create a network – members of the all-party 

parliamentary group on population and 

development as the source and nucleus

• Spread your network as broad as possible• Spread your network as broad as possible

• Talk about the demands, the lack of finance, 

find concrete connections to work of others

• Take any possible opportunity to tackle 

development cooperation, SRHR, examples





Parliamentarian Friendship Groups

• Invite to hearings and excange of views

• Organise events, discussions, and come-
togethers at the Parliament

• Use international days as opportunity for • Use international days as opportunity for 
press conferences (FGM Feb 6, Aids Dec 1, 
Mother´s Night at eve before mother´s day, 
Vagina Monolog around Valentines day, 
international women´s day March 8,…)

• Cooperate with national and international 
NGOs, embassies, UN organisations, …





North South Dialogue

• Established as a project of the Austrian 

Development Agency, organised by an NGO

• Involvement of many Parliamentarians

• Strengthen an AWEPA Group• Strengthen an AWEPA Group

• Publish booklets, newsletters

• Start a partnership project with the 

Parliament of Mozambique (in cooperation 

with AWEPA)





Parliamentarian Partnership

• Spokespersons of all parties visited Mozambique

• Media and TV reports, newsletter and homepage, 
reports about the visit at all parties

• Laptops for the parliamentarians, involvement of 
IT department

• Laptops for the parliamentarians, involvement of 
IT department

• Support IT solutions in Maputo

• Trainings of MPs and staff, invite them to public 
discussions in Parliament, with spokespersons on 
finance, agriculture, … not just development!





Political Coherence

• Use your parliamentary networks to tackle 
development and SRHR topics in as many 
committees as possible

• Fight for global development check at the • Fight for global development check at the 
summery of every bill (already successful with 
climate change check)

• Debate the EU report on policy coherence for 
development (PCD) – discussion about 
implementation of best practice projects

• Booklet about involvement and coherence





Events inside the Parliament

• Vagina Monologue, V-Day

• Africa Day – bring topics like domsetic 

violence, fgm, contraception,… via street 

theater into villages and refugee camps theater into villages and refugee camps 

(Ndere Group in Uganda)

• Faire trade market with information inside the 

Parliament (Easter, Christmas)

• International Women´s day: emphasis on 

development policy, women´s projects, SRHR





Platform to combat FGM

• Platform includes NGOs, single activists, political 
parties, governmental bodies

• Yearly press conferences before Feb 6, invite 
ministers, celebrities, special rapporteur on 
human rights, … enormous response at mediahuman rights, … enormous response at media

• All party motions at the Parliament

• Reform of criminal law – unanimously (heavy 
bodily injury, limitation period, abroad)

• www.stopFGM.net – subscribe as supporter

• AWEPA project how to involve parliamentarians







Mother´s Night

• First time in the Nether Lands in 2007: MDG 5 off 
track, half a million dead women every year

• Night before mother´s day (2nd Sunday in May): 
performences, concerts, reading, images
competition, … www.mutternacht.atcompetition, … www.mutternacht.at

• Start this year in Austria with press confernce

• Topic this year: sex education

• Invitation to found a broad platform for activities
in 2011, NGOs, media partners – meeting in June





Aids Conference Vienna July 18-23

Rights here, right now!

• Session at the Aids Conference for Parliamentarians 
(Providing Leadership on Critical HIV/AIDS Issues)

• Side event for parliamentarians at the Austrian 
Parliament during conference, in cooperation with IPU

• Program coordination with side event• Program coordination with side event

• Satellite event of EPF with young leaders

• Open Parliament for fundraising event during life ball

• Godness Pallas Athene will wear a red ribbon

• Human Rights March – lights off, big red ribbon

• Big LCD screen with figures around HIV/Aids

• Network Women and Aids www.frauenundaids.at





Interfere Everywhere and Always

• Budget outlook (2011 – 2014, close to 2015!)

• Financing for Development

• Health Debates

• Motions within the Party and the Parliament 
(own motion at the Socialdemocrat Womens (own motion at the Socialdemocrat Womens 
conference about women living with HIV/Aids, 
women and development, access to SRHR and 
contraceptives,…)

• Get on everybody´s nerves, 

• Incarnate development cooperation and SRHR

• Reframe well knowen settings with new contents





Share your concerns

• Incarnate development cooperation, SRHR, 

Aids or whatever is important to you, make it 

to the epicenter of your political life
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Share your concerns

• Incarnate development cooperation, SRHR, 
Aids or whatever is important to you, make it 
to the epicenter of your political life

• First they will laugh on you, roll their eyes• First they will laugh on you, roll their eyes

• Then they will take you serious and some of 
your collegues will start to bear your concerns 
in mind by their owen an will support you 
effectively

• Only in a broad team you will be successful!



Thank you for your commitment!

Petra Bayr

Member of the Austrian Parliament

Chairperson of the Subcommittee for Development Cooperation

and Vice-Chairperson of the Environment Committee

petra.bayr@spoe.at

www.petrabayr.at www.stopFGM.net

www.mutternacht.at www.frauenundaids.at

phone: +43 (1) 53427-310, cell: +43 (0) 664 3255726


